
AS WE SEE IT

Salem purchaSe.
of maps looks
like good move

Progresscomesslowly but surety to
Salem Township.

The townshjp.tdok a giant step forward
by teaming~up with South Lyon for library
service. It also has brought sewerseryiçe
to the hamletafter 30.years of peoplesay-
ing It was needed.

Now the township hasJoined the com-
puter ageby purchasingcomputerized
basemapsfrém Washtena’w County as
part of a program to standardizeall gov-
ernment mapping’requ~rernents.I

Salem buying Into this plan is a vastly
underrated step for the tpwnship. The
township is not simply)n(ying somenew
toy to keep the office staff The county is
usthg this standardIzedsystemto put all
of Its governmentson the samepage.

The township now has the basemapé.
Nextmonth it will receiveoverlay maps for
the whole.county showing such things as
real estateparcels, roads. sectionlines
and numbers. and hydrogeoio~’.

Thars only the beginning. Other possibil-
ities for future useinclude soil maps zon-
ing maps or suchesotericusesaskeeping
track of hazardousmaterials storage
Planning zoning anddevelopmentdeci-
sions will becomeeasierfor all concerned ,

since the information will be at the staffs
fingertips

Perhapsoneof the mo~ttangible benefits
for local residents is the~Tactthat you
won’t need to makea trip to.county offices
in Ann~Arbor to obtaIn information about
land,useor ownership. Salem township -
staff will seethis benefit aswell.

We’re certain the usefulnessof the.pur-
thasewill becomemore and more evident
as time goeson.

The economicwisdomof purchasing the
mapsfrom Washtenaw County is self-en-
dent The township could çeverafford to
producelts own maps at;the rate the ‘ -- -~

county will charge. 80 centsper parcel.
Just creating and printing a single map on
paper costsfar more.

•We would like to suggest,however, that
the township may have been a little short-
sighted when it,voted two monthsago not
to fun4 training for the staff memberswho
will usethe maps. Granted, the board had
nQt decidedat the time whether it would
purchasethe maps, and It seemedunwise
to pay for training that might not be put to
use.

But now that the township has made the
decisionto purchase-the;maps. we think
the board should reviáit the issueof train-
ing. it makes little senseto spend the
money on an all-new systemwithout giv-
ing staff the necessarytools to put It to
best use. We feel certain that with proper
training, staffwill be able to maximize the
valueof this latestpurchase, to the benefit
of all residents and property owners.

One of my favorite
things to do as a kid
was to go to Pumpkin-
fest In Sycamore. Ill.
Classes would actually
take field trips to see
the hundreds of deco-
rated pumpkins on he
courthouse lawn, There
were always plenty of
yuimolv treats being
sold Ill) and down the
sidewalk, 11w highlight
ol course, wits I lie
parade. We watched it at my friends aunt’s
house where pleolv of ‘titti arid hot cider was
being sen’cd.
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corners of Lake and Lafayette streets to witness
the sea of umbrellas anxiously anticipating the
parade. Neither rain nor sleet nor snow would
keep these Puntpkinfest faithful from watching
the parade.

Despite the glootny weather, the parade par-
Itcipants were enthusiastic as they threw candy
and waved. The parade was pretty typical with
floats. old ears, the marching hand, cub scout
rid girls scott tt-oops and of course, equestii an

titilts. (liii- parade participant In partictilar
cii tight ow eye a elite little pony wearing a
witch’s hat and a sheet with pumpkins on it.
‘lIt,’ lust pail cii watching a panide is watching
I Iii- ncactiotts ol the little piople watching it.
‘l’ttt-ir eves gil hig, tiny point ittit thi~’tug at
their pilnitits i’iotlutig antI say litiik at that.
Mottitn.’

After I tie ptractr, t walked tiai’k titinte 11111
wilS �tni]I/i’it ti the ‘otigi-stlori 00 Pontiac’ trait
nit a Satitnitav aiti-rttisin t ihiiltt’t hilly apprcc’l

really her first
ate the attendancePuttpklnfest generated until
I got to Showerman’sand saw every parking
spot filled. Cars even lined the alley behind the
shoppingcenter.

decided to wait until Sunday and fairer
weather to take in the rest of what Pumpklnfest
had to offer. Early Sunday afternoon, my hus-
band and I walked to Showerman’s to get some
money out of the ATM before heading over to
Pumpkinfest. The machine was out of money,
so we walked over to the Total gas station. That
machine was out ol money. so we walked to
Michigan National Dank. Finally, we hit the
jackpot.

The event attracted as tuany If nrtt more peo-
ple than it dtd Saturday. It probably took us a
good hot Ir to wind ott r way t Ii rot tilt all t lie crail
booths where we managed to gel a little -arty
Christmas shopping clone.

Tb e Itnes icr food atid riches wire tong, a 1(1
lie KIwanis’ coricessiiiti stand had nirti out

sonIc Items sto’h as ctcittttls toil torn satictwicl,
l’s - all proof cu t sttcc’csstt,t lorttpkitilcst

I cticiii’t get to st-i’ hi’ till rouge ol tamily
ctiterl;ttnnient, bitt t 111(1 catch prt it lii’ tiarti-
yard Express show. ‘t’lit huts hid ott ‘is tltt’v
hcttrtii’d how to tiuilk a goat ,,ttct tlti-restittg f,ti’ts
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Marine Corps hears tale of War Dog
A favorite SouthLyon umentto wardogs.near South Lyon. in one of

Herald story of mine America’s biggest pet cemeteries.The wardog
surfacedagain lastweek memorialwasdescribedas a large bronzestatue
when I got a call out of RICK BYRNE ofa dogstandingoverafalienrUle, the sculpture
the blue about the War . ‘ - on a massivegranite base.Platoon Sergeant
Dog. -‘ , - Sparkshadbecn there to help dedicatethe mom

If you’llremember,we , ulnent,
ran our first story about archivist Pat Mullen at the Marine. Corps ‘It was a fitting assignmentfor Sparks, who
the War PoginJanuary ResesidiCenterinQuantico.Vs. Shewas going had gone front playful puppy to War Dog hero
of 1996.The ~r Dog is ovâr sonit old copiesof Leathernecknt~eSn..a with the Marines - servinghis countrythtotigh
a memorial to dogswho MarineCorpspublication,andfounda storythat out the Pacifichr ~rI4 ~r Ii. Bougainville
sewedin the military In was a first-personaccount by a young Ohio girl Guadalcanal... Guam... Okinawa... andfinally.
World Wars I and II ‘whose family donated their dogfor service in the Japan.
which was erectedin a Marines In Wotid Wart ‘Thatwas the lastword wt hadof Sparks.but
Lyon Township pet cemetery.The pet cemetery. Many dogswere volunteered for such service, it’s not difficult to guesswhere he is. somedayI
known as the HappyHuntingGroundMemorial and this dog, a Doberman ptnscher named hopeto visit South Lyon.Mich.’
Park for Pets, sitsjust southof ElevenMile Road Sparks,sexteil hewically. Unfortunately,the war The folks at QuanticoJustwantedtoknowa lit-
on Milford Road. but it hasnot operatedsince experiencerenderedmanyof the dogs unfit to tIe about our memorial, asthey weregathering
1975. return to a family lifestfr. While the girl’s family infol-mation on war dog memorials. Ms. Mullen

The Happy HuntingGround was createdby never got Sparks back~the dofl Marine trainer told me therewerea couple around the country,
SteveElko. a Highland Park veterinarian, in the adoptedhun andkepthimafter the wat and the only Marine one is In Knoxville, Term.
1930s,and he ran it until his death. In 194~, Nearthe endof the story, the girl tells how the Thereis nonational memorial, though, shesaid.
Elko createdthe memorialwith help from veteri- trainerwho adoptedSparkssettledin Rochester, I sentherour stat and relatedto her that
nar$ns,humane societiesand the like. Michigan. What the memorial was dedicatedat thestatuehadnotbeenputbackShesuggested

Sonetitnein Decemberof 1995. the life-size the Happy HuntingGround in 1948, he and that since the cernetay no longer operates.and
bmnztstatueof a dogwhich stoodatop the six- Sparksattended.The trainersenther a newapa- the family might be concerned about theft, that
foot granite memorial was stolen.Almost two per dllpplnçof the event,andthis is what she they shouldconsiderdgnatlng it to the city or
yearslater, in Novemberof 1997, two boys wrote. “ ‘ township.
exploringsomefields~undit. none the worse for ¶theclippingi was datedAugust 1, 1946,and ‘Somethinglike that shouldbeput someplace
wear.and oneof them rememberedthe staywe’d there, beneath the front-page headJine~conspicuoussothat everyonecan enjoy it,” she
run. Policereturned the War Dog to the Elkow ‘Rocitester-owneddog in unusualceremony. said. . (‘t
family, were severalpicturesof Sparks with his new I have to agr’~e.Somethingso honorable

That chapter of the story has kind of a bitter- master. Sparkslookedevery bit a champion - shouldn’tbe hidden.Anyoneelsefeel the same?
sweetending.Though the statue is back in the healthy, alert and, aboveall, happy with andobe-
family’s hands,they have not replacedIt atop the dient to his owner~ RickByrne Es editorof theSouthL4j0n Herald.
memorial,pethapsfearingmorevandalism. ‘The ‘unusual ceremony’ described in the Call him at 437-2011 or e-mail hint at

Well, Just last Wednesday.I got a call from newspaperwas the dedicationofMichigan’s mon• ittjrnStLhw~nm.net
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SCOTT BENEDICT .:

Polly wanna piece Of birthday cake
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Mlkl Burton, owner of the Pet Stop In the Brookdale ShoppIng center, broughtover.Charile the macaw.towlsh Muffy, theHalinrk

store dogs a happy second birthday. Geri Krollckl, the owner of Gene Hallmark, is Muffy’s owner, or better yet, Muffys employer,

Her firs.t Pumpkin lest isn’tVice President/ -

General Manager Richard Pertberg
Executive Editor Phil Jerome
Editor ...~........ Rick Byrne
Editor ,.,,,.,,,..,,,.,.....Jilhian Bogater
Staff Reporter ~ Gibbons
Staff Reporter ...,.,..,....,Kevin Shopshire
Staff Reporter ~ Mitts
Sports Reporter ,,,,,.,,,,,.,Jutie Kempainen
Staff Photographer ,,,,,,,,,,Scott Benedict
‘Staff Photographer ,,,,,.,,,,,Hat Gould
Sales Director ,,..,,,,.,,,.,,Michael Previtte
Sales Manager .,,,,..,.,,Lisa Dranginis

The South LyonaHera
Business, news, and advertising oftrces located at
101 N. Lalsyette, South Lyon, Ml 48178,
Telephone(313)437-2011.Fax 437-9460,


